April 2010 News Letter
A.M.A. Chapter # 3123 LM.AA. Chapter # 480

Editor: Bill Robinson: bill@rgflyers.org

May
Meeting Minutes April 7, 2010 Meeting Notice
Art Ratley Club Secretary
The May meeting

The April 2010 meeting of the Rio Grande R/C flyers was called to or- ||| Will be held on Wednesday
der at 7:00 P.M. by club President Bill Robinson. There were 25 people May Sthat
present at Rudy's BBQ in Pharr. 7:00 PM. The meeting

will be at Rudy's restau-
Minutes of the March meeting were approved as published in the rant, located at 209 W.
Newsletter. Nolana In Pharr.

The club usually arrives
Roger Bell reported a balance of $891.00 in the treasury after several at 6 PM for dinner with

expenses the past month. the meeting beginning
at 7 PM.

_?~,
Bob Barry (Special events coordinator) reminded everyone about the Ain A

Fun fly coming up on Sunday April 11th starting at 1:00 P.M. Events as SINCE 1936
posted in the March Newsletter will include a Pylon race - Four
classes: 40-51, 52-91, 100+, and electric. Pylons will be set up 400 ft. apart. Flying start. Planes
must complete 10 laps.

John Bearden, safety officer, had no safety issues to report due to the
fact that he was absent from the meeting.

Old Business:
Bill reported that the Annual Social was a great day. Thanks to Roger Bell, Brad Wood, Randy Ash-
ley, Roy Richmond and others who prepared the great meal.

New Business:
Bill explained the AMA Intro Flyer Program, which allows instruction on the trainer box from regis-
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tered instructors for a 60 day trial period, before the stu-
dent must join AMA. The club voted to continue the pro-
gram at a cost of $5:00 for each instructor. Volunteer
instructors for the program are: Rick Martinez, Bob
Barry, and Julio Madrigal.

Information on a trip to Bennack field will be sent by
email. Date and time will depend on weather conditions.

R/c Flyers$
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Bill reported that all paper work has been completedto | ) |
AMA and Documents received for the Club Charter. : Q April 11 Fun Fly Pylon :
New Charter will be posted in the Shed. This includes I Race 1PM |
the required insurance for the two fields. Officer patches ! : '
were handed out for 2010 year. : Q May 5 Cleb Meetmg @ :
I Rudyods |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| !

@ June 2 Club Meeting @
Rudyo6s
@ June 12 Lake Jackson Fly

Roger gave a report on the runway extension project.
The seal coat on the old runway and the pit area was
done at a cost of $2100.00, which he funded himself. He
also asked for input from the members about their con-
cerns about the work. He stated that most of the prob-
lems could be worked out in the future.

Two new members, Charlie Klingberg, and Pedro Rodriguez, were welcomed by the club.

Next meeting May 5th, Rudy's. Meeting adjourned at 7:28 P.M. with no objections.

Tips & Tricks

The first tip is from Bill Womble who is repairing his Hangar-9 P-51D: Bill needed to repair a few
cracks in the balsa skins of his airplaneds wing
aligned the pieces of balsa. Bill then reinforced the area by laying a piece of fiberglass drywall tape,
adhesive side to the balsa, over the cracked area and drizzled CA onto the balsa and tape. This

made a quick, effective repair.

The second tip is from an anonymous source: If you need an air scoop, use a portion of a plastic
spoon. Glue it to the wing or fuselage, fair it in, and paint it to match the structure. Looks great!

Third tip: When repairing Coroplast airplanes, it is essential that all oils are removed from the sur-
faces to be glued. One method is similar to that used in repairing balsa airplanesd wipe down the
surfaces with a degreaser, then wipe again with alcohol. This will remove 99% of the oils and glue
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will adhere to the surfaces. The best glue to use is

a contact cement such aﬁ l—:i

Fourth tip: The best way | am aware of to prevent

your landing gear wheels from falling off the axles FOI‘ Rent
is to thread the axle and fix the wheel with an air- 2 Bedroom Town
craft (self-locking) nut. It will not fall off! H
ouse
0 From Flightplan, Flight Masters Model Airplane
Club, Fort Smith Arkansas 1707 I?\)ﬂv}/SaSiS(;:I]GEt
S $650.00 * /MO

Spacious 2/2/2 townhouse
with refrigerator, washer,
dryer, microwave, and ceiling
fans.
Master bedroom is 14 x 15 sq ft,
second bedroom is 12 x 14, to-
tal living area is 1,148 sq ft.
This townhouse is located in a

ON THE SAFE SIDE quiet neighborhood at 1707

The Need for Speed lowa in Mission, Mission Manor

By Don Nix, Insider Safety Column Editor subdivision off of Bryan Rd.

Call Silvia @ (956) 687 4624
Bear with me for a coup of  Muwwriowatbily.®g. | 6ve tta

work up to the title subject, after writing a little more * Special Club Members only Pricing
about the importance of preflighting.

| first participated in competition modeling more

than 50 years ago, in U/C Stunt, Rat Racing, and Combat, then added Free Flight a little later. | only
competed for a few years, and wasnét particul ar/|
the only safety incident in which | was involved was at a Free Flight contest in Dallas, circa 1960.

After a couple of official flights, | failed to check out the trim settings after the last landing and hand
launched a big Class C model. Apparently the Up trim in the elevator had gotten slightly out of kilter.
Instead of screaming straight upward, it screamed straight forward at shoulder height directly toward

t he scor e k-sidegtent abaut 50 yamlaway.

Horrified, | screamed a warning and the several occupants took cover. Fortunately, the left wing hit a
tent pole, spun around from whence it came and splattered into the ground. That was the closest |
ever came to hurting anyone with a model airplane. The lesson was clear: always, check the model
before every flight.

Fast forward to 1991 when a couple of friends dragged me kicking and screaming into Sportsman
class Quickie Pylon Racing. | enjoyed moderate success for about 10 years, mostly because that
class had relatively few entrants.

During a several-month RV tour of the western states, we found ourselves near Phoenix in January
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of this year at the same time one of the earliest Pylon Races in the US always takes place. We de-
cided to go see some old friends and watch a | it
spectator, in several years. | was amazed at the changes made to enhance safety since the last time

| saw one.

For the benefit of those who a wi t
modeling, these airplanes are in a big hurry to get to the finish line.
The Quickie Sportsman class is now running 120+ mph, the Ad-
vanced approximately 170 and Q-40s are nudging the 200 mph
mark. From a racehorse start, they fly in heats of four models for
10 laps around three pylons, making up a 1/4-mile circuitd 2.5
miles total. Most of them fly at heights of 30-75 feet.

Until a few years ago, every heat required 199 c o u n td 1% e m
people on the course: four pilots, four callers, four lap counters/
timers, four judges at Pylon 1, one judge at Pylon 2, one at Pylon
3, and one race starter/flagman. The lap counters/timers and py-
lon judges were all protected by heavy steel wire cages. The pi-
lots, callers, and starter were exposed.

A few years ago, a Pylon judge had his head leaning against the cage at Pylon 1, so he could look

straight wup to catch any pylon Acuts. o One pil ot
spinner poked through an opening directly into t
ter, in a Texas race, a very experienced Pylon flier hit one of the cages with such velocity it went

through the cage wall, shredding itself in the p

Understandably, the Racing group became concerned (as did the AMA), and decided something
had to change. Rather than wait until they were forced to do so, they took action to correct the situa-
tion.

Some 10 years earlier, 1991 World Pylon Champion Dub Jett had conceived the embryo of an idea
that would require only the pilots, callers, and the starter to be on the course. The 10 others would
be several hundred feet away. A group of racers, mostly from Texas (including Mike Helsel, who has
been racing since the earth cooled), got to work on the project. Veteran Pylon Racer Jerry Small of
Dallas devised the first off-course electronic timing system.

With the help of many others from all over the country, Pylon Racing evolved to its present status:
No one is on the course but the pilots, callers, and the starter. The current models are going faster
than ever, and, to the best of my knowledge, there have been no serious incidents since.

For those who are inclined to take safety a little too lightlyd or ignore it altogetherd | urge you to ad-
just your thinking and your method of flying. Asfullks cal e pi |l ots | earned over
police ourselves, some entity will do it for us, usually much stricter than we like.

Il n concl usi on, I 61 | have to shift subjlesdéers t o me
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Former Executive Council member Ed McCollough pointed out an error in my statement that AMA
regul ations require that all/l model s have the own
exactly.

Prompted by Ed and aided by District VIII Vice President Jim Rice and Ilona Maine at the AMA, |
found that I tem 6 of the Safety Code reads, fl
my name and address or AMA number inside or aff
the operative word is or. (This does not apply to model aircraft flown indoors.)

My personal opinion is that the regulations should require all three. In the event of a fly-away, the

AMA number would mean nothing to a non-modeler who might recover it.

John Goegl wrote, Al have found the key to safe
that one human trait trumps all others: habit. As a flight instructor, | try to encourage good habits by
beginning each session with a thorough preflight
up by the student ... and the instructor. o

From Ben Lanter man: AYour comments on safety wer
check the control throws and direction before each flight. But with some of the small foamies | have

flown for some time, | tend to get complacent. It backfired when | changed transmitters to a newer

one. | checked to be sure all the control reversal switches were set the same for each airplane | ;
switched over to the new transmitter, but | misSE8

The rest of his note tells of the results, reversed ailerons and a foamie turned into packing peanuts. f
Fortunately, nothing was i pituraod hut +thao mada)l a

ego. Club Shirts & Custom ltems

Til next time. Flyerdonl@yahoo.com

The club has contracted with Embroidile for club  related
graphics and Logos. You can take your shirts to the store and
they will embroider them for you. It takes about a week.

Price List :
Option 1 Large logo on back Mame on right chest $23.00
Option 2 Opt1 + Small logo on Left Chest $30.00
Option 3 Opt 1 &2 + American & Texas flags 1 on each sleeve $40.00

(EmbrmdMe.\)

:A!I.Au.r BRESING THE mm "'

EmbrmdMe McAIIen

Phone: 956-603-006  Faw 956-683-8306
E-tail: meallents@embroidme.com

Website: v embroidme-mealenty.com
SO6N 10 S Mealen, TX 78301




